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CITY OF SWAN — PREMIER’S AWARDS 

Statement 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.18 pm]: This afternoon 
I wanted to recognise a number of citizens who were awarded Premier’s Awards on Australia Day. Most 
members in this house would have attended Australia Day services and witnessed many new citizens proudly 
becoming Australians and becoming part of our community. I also had the opportunity to represent the Premier 
at the City of Swan Australia Day citizenship ceremony. We were very lucky to be able to present a very special 
citizenship award to some elite individuals within the City of Swan. This afternoon I wanted to pay tribute to and 
honour those individuals for the work and commitment they do as volunteers in our community, especially in the 
City of Swan. The first gentleman, Mr Alan Rodgers, was awarded for his efforts and his role in the 
Ellenbrook RSL. For many years he has been leading the charge and ensuring a fantastic dawn service is held in 
Ellenbrook on Anzac Day, which I have attended many times as a resident and then also in my capacity as 
a member of Parliament. The Ellenbrook RSL does a magnificent job out there. With the growing numbers, 
Alan took it on himself to go out and seek funding to be able to get a grant to construct a memorial at that site to 
make it an official Anzac memorial area at the Woodlake amphitheatre in Ellenbrook. It took him three years of 
his time invested, working with City of Swan staff, RSL members, the local community and constructors to 
actually get the memorial up and running. They did a special service that I was lucky enough to attend to make 
sure that it is up and running for the next Anzac Day service. I am looking forward to laying a wreath at the 
brand new memorial. It is people like this who make a big difference to our community, and I am just delighted 
that Alan was rewarded for what he has done for the community of Ellenbrook, the RSL and our ANZACs. 

Another group that was rewarded on the day was Binar Sports. They are a sport-based community group that 
focus on engaging with disadvantaged young people and getting them into basketball and other sporting 
activities. They started with a small team of six young men, who are now playing leadership roles. There are 
now more than 50 current members. The number of members is growing, with ages ranging from nine to 
18 years. They are all engaged in basketball. One individual in particular, Adam Desmond, has provided 
direction and passion within the community to be able to engage our young disadvantaged children and our 
young adults in the Midland area. Working with the Midland midnight basketball program, he has been able to 
attract youths into basketball and into becoming members of the basketball club when they would not normally 
have the support or ability to transition into a sporting club and become part of a team. Adam was also very 
instrumental in getting two local teams together to participate in the National Indigenous Basketball 
Championship in Canberra in 2013. I want to thank Adam and the team at Binar Sports for everything that they 
are doing and the difference they are making to individuals in the Midland and Swan area. 

The Bullsbrook volunteer fire services were also recognised on the day. I do not need to tell everyone here how 
hard our volunteer firefighters are working, especially today—I know there has been a fire out in Bullsbrook 
today and they are out there working again. They have been rewarded for not just fighting the fires, but going out 
and developing a prevention scheme amongst the community in Bullsbrook. They have taken on the “Are You 
Bushfire Ready?” program and have started meeting with street groups and building up the street groups to 
12 street groups within Bullsbrook. They are educating individual homeowners on the best way to prevent a fire, 
how to make their homes and their families a lot safer, and what to do and plan for in case of a fire. The success 
and the growth of the bushfire ready program in Bullsbrook is due to the support and the commitment of so 
many members of the Bullsbrook Volunteer Fire Service Brigade. They now have 10 trained facilitators actively 
supporting the street groups, attending meetings in the evenings and on weekends in their own time, making sure 
that we are getting a safer community in Bullsbrook. I want to thank each and every volunteer, as I said, not for 
every fire they fight, but for actually going out there and campaigning and educating the residents of Bullsbrook 
on how to be safe. 

David Eaton was also a recipient of one of the Premier’s awards on Australia Day. That was for his role in the 
Midland Lawn Tennis Club. He has been involved in that for 16 years. The biggest contribution he has made 
during his time at this club is being able to help run a junior tennis club. He has enabled children who cannot 
afford or generally would not join a tennis club to come along and give them an opportunity to learn how to play 
tennis for free. Again, like the basketball, this provides people in this area a free opportunity to get out there and 
play sports and be part of a team; being part of a community is vitally important. I want to thank David and the 
Midland Lawn Tennis Club for everything that they do within our community, trying to improve the lifestyle of 
our young individuals out there. David is a true believer in the “Act–Belong–Commit” slogan, and a well-worthy 
recipient of one of these awards. 

The last two I want to mention are extremely young individuals. I take my hat off to them. One is a young lady 
of only 16 years of age, with Australia becoming her home less than five years ago. When she arrived in 
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Australia, she and her family moved to Ellenbrook. The first thing she did was contact the City of Swan to see 
how she could volunteer and help and make a difference within her community. At 16 years of age, to be doing 
something like that, I find absolutely remarkable—showing so much selflessness, and willingness to give up her 
valuable time to share with people who need attention or need a bit of support. She goes to Ellenbrook 
Secondary College, and she is a member of the Swan City Youth Choir and the Ellenbrook Community Youth 
Performance Group. She has been an excellent youth ambassador and works tirelessly to make other lives better. 
She is a true humanitarian, being compassionate and well spoken. She is very unassuming, and I have to say that 
she was extremely nervous on the day. She embarked on a cultural exchange to a village in Bali in 2013, and 
undertook fundraising for a reciprocal cultural exchange from Bali to Australia. She is involved in many 
committee groups in Ellenbrook including the local RSL, the Pines and Parklands Retirement Village, the 
Probus Club, Seniors Social Space, and Ellenbrook Arts. She is a big and strong advocate for children with 
disability. I want to thank Sasha so much for her tireless, ongoing commitment to volunteering and helping 
people. 
Last but certainly not least is Mr Joseph Norris, another young man. He attends Ballajura Community College. 
His contribution has been through his involvement as a ranger sergeant for the Ballajura Community College 
Police Rangers. He has also achieved the award of Police Ranger of the Year for Western Australia in 2014, 
along with being presented with a Long Tan award for youth leadership and teamwork. He has been involved in 
an outreach program that develops wells in India, and in 2015 he will be embarking for the Philippines as 
a volunteer in a village building program. As I said earlier, the dedication that these young individuals have is 
inspirational to me and I am sure it is to their peers. Joseph is a quiet achiever, which seems to go with these 
people who give up their time so willingly. He has been an excellent role model for his peers at 
Ballajura Community College. He encourages the younger students to come along and get involved in the police 
rangers, and also in community services around Ballajura. He is an outstanding young man and I know his 
family deserves to be extremely proud of what he has contributed to the people and lives that he has affected. 
I know he will have a much better life for himself knowing that he has put in so much effort to assist others. 

On that note, I want to congratulate each and every one of those award winners and others around the state who 
have been recognised for their contribution to our community in giving up their time so freely. Thank you. 
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